DORMAN RANGE REPORT - APRIL 2021

Welcome back to all our shooting members. It has been about a year since we closed the range to
reduce the possibility of transmitting the covid virus. In this time a lot of discussion has taken place on
how we could open the range safely. Contact was made with the Vancouver Island Health Authority and
we came up with guidelines that have allowed us to reopen the range.
These guidelines were sent to our frequent shooters and hard copies have been made available at the
range. Note that shooters must abide by these guidelines or else we will have to close again.
“I’ve always wondered if chickens communicated with foul language. Maybe only when they’re egg
cited.”
Passing of members
It is with great sorrow that we must report of the passing of two of our long time, active members, in
the last few months. Randy Lafferty, a skeet shooter, was a cheerful shooter who made everybody
laugh. (In fact, as a tribute, Randy supplied the puns in this newsletter.)
The second person was Rigger (Bob Wilson). Rigger shot at every one of our practice sessions and he
was usually the first shooter up on the line, exhorting the rest of us to hurry up and get shooting. On
the odd-dated Wednesday when we did not shoot, he would go to the Nanaimo range. He encouraged
a group of us to join with him at the Nanaimo Range.
Both gentlemen succumbed to cancer.
Shooting in the past
Just to remind you of what we have been missing in the past year, I am enclosing a few photographs of
one of our Sporting Clays sessions. Those were always fun events with a wide variety of shooters from
up and down the Island. It was even more fun once shooters forgot about the scores and just enjoyed
the camaraderie.

“An invisible man married an invisible woman. The kids were nothing to look at either.”
Permit problems
Over the years a lot of our members have contributed to range improvements. About 3 years ago we
extended our warehouse by 30 feet to provide room for equipment storage and a place for the archery
shooters to store their ‘critters’ and equipment. Then we constructed the picnic shelter which has
allowed shooters and spectators to stand and sit under cover in bad weather. Most recently the skeet
“high house” was reconstructed to provide more storage space around the elevated clay pigeon
machine, and to provide stairs to make access so much easier.

Photo 1 -Warehouse extension far right. Photo 2 – Picnic Shelter. Photo 3 – Old “high house”
“I used to date a girl with one leg. She worked at a winery. She was in charge of the hops.”
These three projects came to the attention of the Regional District and they advised that permits should
have been taken out prior to construction. Ian Beach has done a terrific job in communicating with the
RDN. Ian has spent many hours in discussions with them and he was able to determine what changes
were required to satisfy the Building Code.
The warehouse extension and the picnic shelter are in process. The “high house” has been removed in
order to put in foundations suitable for a 2-storey building.

Photos 1 & 2 The new “high house” as it was originally installed complete with access stairs: views of
the front side and the back side. Thank you Jim Cholin for constructing it in two pieces in his driveway.
Photo 3 - The new “high house” after it was removed from its non-conforming foundations, in
preparation for new foundation construction..
“Studies show cows produce more milk when the farmer talks to them. It’s a case of in one ear and out
the udder.”

The non-conforming foundations were removed-- and conforming foundations were constructed.

New foundations after excavation, formwork and concrete placement, waiting to “cure”. Photo 1 –
looking back toward the parking lot. Photo 2 – Looking across the skeet field. “High house” ready to be
moved onto the new foundations. Photo 3 – Stairs are to be replaced to the access platform shown at
the higher level.
A big thank you to a lot of people that made this happen, especially to John O’Regan, Jim Cholin, Keith
Thompson, Bob Marr, Pat Morphy, John McLean, Phil Nuzum, Bob Davenport, Ron Card and Ian Beach.
We are especially grateful to Pierre Cloutier for a large donation of wood and to Doug Alum and Ken
MacDowell of Mayco Mix for donating the concrete for the foundation.
“My cross-eyed wife and I just got a divorce. I found out she was seeing someone on the side.”
Introduction to Firearms – Safety and handling.
This month we will be hosting a group of high school students that are taking an outdoors pursuit class.
We will give them an introductory course on the safety and handling of shotguns. We will finish off by
providing them with a chance to break a few clay pigeons. As in the past, the students have really
enjoyed the experience.
Our background is Fish and Game
I thought that I would include a couple of photos related to fish and game that had nothing to do with
breaking clay pigeons but they certainly can be of interest to all our Club members.

Photo 1 - This is a photo of a large Bobcat, probably in the 20 to 30 lb range. He was intent on taking
my daughter’s chickens, over on the Sunshine Coast. This photo was taken within 6m of him but he
didn’t move. (He didn’t get the chickens this time and he had to compete with the coyotes.) Photos 2

& 3 – Commercial herring boats fishing for herring in Northwest Bay. These were taken about midMarch.
“Did you know that a raven has 17 rigid feathers called pinions, while a crow has only 16. The difference
between a raven and a crow is just a matter of a pinion.”
Other work that has gone on at the Dorman Range:
The concrete for the shooting positions on Range 2 had deteriorated badly, and so it was decided to
pour new concrete pads.

Photo 1 – The old concrete pads were removed and excavation was done for the new concrete. Photo 2
– The equipment used for removal of old pads and excavation. (The old “high house is shown beyond
the excavator’s boom. Photo 3 – Concrete formwork in place.

Photo 1 – New concrete has been poured (old “high house” in distance) Photo 2 – Finished concrete
pads with gravel placed around them (new “high house” in its non-conformist location shown) Photo 3
– Skeet shack with storage building

Photo 1 – Skeet “low house” and interception net Photos 2 & 3 – Daffodils and Heather, a sure sign of
Spring.

“I didn’t think the chiropractor would improve my posture. But I stand corrected.”

Good shooting everybody and I hope that the fish bite for you.

